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NEW ARCHIVES DATABASE PROVIDES POWERFUL RESEARCH TOOL
MISSOULA The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The University of Montana has been a
leader in creating the Northwest Digital Archives - a powerful new tool for researchers across
the region and around the world.
NWDA provides enhanced access to more than 2,200 archival and manuscript materials
at 16 institutions across Montana, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. At UM the database links to
more than 200 collections in the K. Ross Toole Archives.
NWDA is found online at http://nwda-db.wsulibs.wsu.edu.
Jodi Allison-Bunnell, UM ’s archives grants coordinator, said the types of information
available on NWDA were previously available only through time-consuming manual searches,
limiting most access to expert academic researchers.
“Now the search takes, at most, a few seconds,” Allison-Bunnell said. “This makes the
wealth of archival material information in the Northwest easily available to students, teachers,
attorneys, businesses, genealogists and history buffs of all descriptions.”
She said the database will grow as other Northwest institutions join the consortium.
The NWDA search engine allows users to retrieve finding aids for archival collections
by keyword, place, topic and material types. A complete finding aid provides detailed
-more-
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information about the material, including descriptions, locations, historical backgrounds and
other archival data.
As an example, if people type “brucellosis” in the NWDA search field, they will
discover there is information about the disease at UM ’s K. Ross Toole Archives, the Montana
Historical Society Archives, the Washington State Archives, the University of Idaho and
Washington State University.
NWDA was funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities from July 2002 to
December 2004. Processing and finding-aid improvements at six participating institutions were
funded by the National Historical Publications and Records Commission from July to
December 2004.
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